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TO THE 


0 f 


DUBLIN 


SENTIIMEN, 


HEN I offer'd myſelf to repre= 
ſent you in Parliament, my prin= 
eipal View was that of ſerving 
a free and worthy People. If 


you be the former, it will be your own Rea- 


ſon, not the Dictates or Influence of Autho- 


tity and Power, which will determine your 


Choice; If you be , it will be the Me- 
rits and Capacities of your ſeveral Candidates, 


Lit will be the Intereſt of your Country, 
not of your ſelves, that you will conſider 


and attend to. 


F 


Such as the Repreſentatives ate found, 


ſuch will Hiſtory and Mankind conclude 


A 2 | their 


141 
their Electors to have 1 a Nation of | 
Idlots, if rhey etect Incapaciry! à Narto! 

of Slaves, if they compliment Tyranny! For, 
Wiſdom configris no Truſt to Weakneſs, 
nor Pleadings to an illiterate Tongue; and 
Men, who have any Senſe of Liberty, can 
ot ſafely confer. l and Trults on 
thoſe, who have already more of either, than 
18 conſiſtent with the Liberties, and Intereſts 
of the Community. 1 


But, tho' it muſt at all times be of the 
grenteſt nſequence, às well to the Honour, 
as to the Advantage of the People, that b 
their Repreſentatives approve themſelves = 
Men of Knowledge and Integfiey; yet, 
certain Circumſtances there are, in which 
the Sentiments of the Electors are made 

mote immediately manifeſt to the World, 
by their determination 4t an Election; as 
when, ſhortly beföre a Vacancy, a Nueſtion of Mi 
. Moment has Yeah the Cauſe of Heat and Sub- 1 
Jet of Contention; When à Choice is to be 
55 made from Candidates, who have diſtinguiſhed = 
"themſelves in one or other of the Parties, in- 
to which ſuch a Queſtion muſt unavoidably * 
habe divided the Public. In this*Cireom- 
ſtance, each Elector will naturally give His 3 
Voice to the Candidate of the fame Patty, 1 
Principle, and Opinion with himſelf. He $ 
cannot do otherwiſe, without acting in di- IJ 
rect Conttadiction to the Dictates of his own = 
Reaſon | 


1 


Reafon and Conſtience— In direct O en J 
tion to what he oes to Truth, to His Conn- 
try, and to himſelf, 


Such a critical Gietritafiants | is the "= 
ſent. The enſuing Election will determine, 
not ſo much, which of your Candidates 
has the greateſt Intereſt and Influence, as 
whether you your ſelves do act from Infla- 
ZZ *tnce or from Choice. It will determine 
whether the Majority of you do acquieſer 
= urider the preſent Incroachments on the 
Z *Conftitution of this City; or ' whether you 
will generouſly refolve to bring before 
2 'he Legiſlature a Nueſfion, concerning 
which you have vainly ſought a Determi- 
nation in the Courts of Law z a Nur- 
Aion of the higheſt Importance! ſince it is 
nd other, than whether or no you will be 
. free ; whether: you will have in yourſelves 
"the Eliction of your Magiſtrates and Coun- 
eil; or whether you will continue under 
Subjeltion to Magiſtrates, who are created 
and appointed indepenuentiy of * Choice 
or Approbation of yours? | 


Four V oTxs will determine "your Serſſe 
nund Opinion concerning this Qaeſſion; they 
will diſtinguiſh hoe, who are Independent, 


= 'from thoſe wyho are inder Influence; thoſe 
who cburt Power, from' thoſe who feel in 
= "themſelves; and will coantenance in others, 

2 Spirit of Oppoſition to any anticonſtitu- 


tional 


\ 


— — — — — — 


Ported by Cuſtom, or Preſcription. 


and 
qual, if not ſuperior, in Station and Power, 
to iboſe of like Denomination appointed in 
other Places by the Crown: by Zhe/e, the 
Honours, Offices, and Dignity of the Magi- 


 TPY 


tional Authority, however guarded and fup- 


Under our 4ntient Conſtitution, what we 


call the FREEDOM of the: City was a Privi- 
leage of ſpecial Value; an honourable and 


advantageous Diſtinction of theFreemen from 


the reſt of the Inhabitants; and all the Eſtates, 


Revenues, Offices, and Honours of the City 
were holden, or diſpoſed of in their Right, 


_ excluſive of all others. The Charters and 


Grants were to all the Freemen without 
exception; by theſe they became Partners 
of one Stock, Coheirs of one Inheritance: 
by 1 they obtained Magiſtrates choſen by 

rom amongſt themſelves, who were e- 


ſtrates, were, in reality, the Honours and 
Dignities of each and every of the Freemen 
worn by their Authorrity, and ſubject, as 
they ought to be, to their Controul, 


This was the ConsTITUTION, and ſuch 


a Conſtitution is the very State and Condi- 
tion of Liberty. But the very reverſe of all 
this is our preſent unhappy Situation: Our 
Magiſtrates, our Aldermen, are now no more 
the Creatures of the People; all Relation 


of Gratitude and Reſpect between the Ma- 


_ Lillrates 


CEN: 


3 1771 5 


> 


| piſirates and the Freemen, is aboliſhed; 1 
City Honours are 70 more in the Gift of the 
Later; the Revenues are no longer under their 
Management or Diſpoſal; the Intereſts of the 
People and of their Governors are now no 
more what they ſhould be, O NE and 
THE SAME; and nothing f is now left. 
to the Freemen, of diſtinct Powers and Pre- 
| rogatives, no greater Intereſt in their Magi- 
ſttates, no Claim to Honours or Places in 
5 the City, but what is in Common with every 
other Inhabitant; 3 ſaye only their Votes — \ 
9 be ber hes in Parliament, which they 
bave but 1 in common with the Frecholders. 


Now, A will you chuſe? the Aatient 
Conſtitution, or the Preſent State? — Conſi- 
dieration, or Contempt ? Rank, or Oy 

F Fra, or Dependence? | 


I am but too ſenſible, chat you do not al 
; _ an equal or juſt Value on the Rights 
and Priviledges of Freemen; Men, whoſe. 

d 7 God is Mammon, and with whom, Self 
| is the only Object of Attention, muſt think 
14446 of no Value, becauſe they do not, -or 
| at leaſt, ought not, to enrich the Poſſeſſors of 
chem. But urely, ſuch ought to conſider, that 
| Rights are as valuable in the Opinions of 

Some, as Riches are. in the Imagination of 
others; that a Love of Liberty, a Deſire of 
bebe and Power, enters as much in- 
EL the Paſſions of the hu! man Mind, as Aua- 


r ict. 


1 8.J 
rice. Hepce, the x procuring of Liberty is. 
Mark of Benevolence more extenſive than 
any private Beneficence however great or 
generous; to few it is given to ſhew Bene- 
volence in this way, but all, every one 
has it in his Power to ſnew it in the for- 
mer? a poor Man has a Vorz as well. 
as the Rich, this he may diſpoſe of in ſuch a 
way, as may contribute to raiſe the Station, 
Dignity, Confideration and Power, and 
confequently the Happineſs of his fell 
Freemen; and what can we think of him, 
who ſhould throw away this invaluable Pri- 
viledge of doing good? Who would ſuffer 
his own Rights, and that of his Poſterity, 
and of his. Fellows to be loſt, merely be- 
cxuſe he himſelf had no Reliſh in the Injo Yu 
went of them? wha is deaf to the Erics 
and Complaints of his Country men, becauſe 
his Senſations are not delieate enough to 
fel their Miſeries? 


a 1771 1 4 
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If you would Elec en you will 
as + Heh as in ,you lies, confirm AS Board 
in all the Poſſeſſions and Powers. which have 
deen ſo often reclaimed, and ſo long con- 
teſted for in your Favour; 3 yau will, as it 
were, ſhut the Door in the very Face of 
your own Rights; for you cannot ex ect 


for the Reftitution of Priviledges that would 

of Conſequence aboliſh their cn Authority, 

But. 1 you. Elect thoſe, who have, ou 
em- 


98 


that any one of them can be induced to plead 


(9 1. 


themſelves remarkable in wr Helincs. of 
our Liberties, you may. reaſonably hope to 
be reſtored to them. Fas of Law muſt 
udge by what is Legal, a Court of Parlia- 
ment will be determined by what is e 
dient, and for the Good of their Country. 


1 have been very full in declaring, that 1 
have no particular Prejudice, or perſonal 
Pique againſt our Aldermen; for many of 
them 1 have a ſingular Reſpect and Friend- 
ſhip; the only Quartel I have to them, is, 
becauſe they are in Poſſeſſion of our Inheri- 
tance,-—and: I ſhould not, I believe, be 
| thought unjuſt or ungrateful, ſhould I Con- 
tend for an Eſtate, which, was mine by ſpe- 
cial Intail, tho the ſame ſhould be in the 
Poſſeſſion of a Relation or a Benefactor, 
who derived his Title from the Folly or 
Forfeiture of my Peers, who had not a 


; 0 to diſpoſe thereof. 


This is in pwn the Caſe of every one of 
us. The Grants to our Predeceſſors are ours 
by Inheritance; and altho' the neceſſity of 
the Times might have obliged the Legiſla- 
ture to reſtrain them in the Exerciſe of ſome 
of their Priviledges, yet, that neceſſity cea- 
ſing, we ought in Juſtice to be Reſtored to 
the full Enjoyment of our Liberties ; unleſs it 
be ſuppoſed that PuniſhmentsInflicted by Men, 
for the Sins of the Parents, ought to laſt 

B | longer 


[ 10 
longer than thoſe * by Heaven; ; theſe 


| _ we are expreſily told, do nor exceed three 
| or fre eee fs - A. 


It is not Werler the ne 
li dot the Dominion of the Board, which ought 
| to give us Offence and Jealoufy; the former 
| may have been Juſt; you may ſuppoſe them, 
if you pleaſe, to have been faithful to the 
Traſtres oſed in them by their Fellows, theit 
only Conſtieuniti and £l-#ors; to have been 
d Qeconomiſts of your un Mo- 
Gerate i in the Exerciſe of their Power, Im. 
partial in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, 24 
even all this would have only fiend to pre- 
vent your being uneaſy under their undue 
Authority; this Authority,ought to be yours, 
they are in poſſeſſion of your Rights; and 
you cannot, whilſt they Wich Hold them 
from you, look upon them as your Fathers, 
and as your Guacdians, unleſs you look up: 
on yourſelves as Infants or Idiots; for ſuch; 
and ſuch only are, by all human Laws, ex- 
chuded from any Choice | in mn Governors 
wa Tutor s. | n = | 
But iba buppy Effect ar: 2 Spirit of Ei. 
150 manifeſted at the next Election, can- 
not be confined to your Rights as Citizens 
and Freemen. I muſt have a neceſſary In- 
| 8 Auence on the Liberties and Property * all 
1 your Countr ymen— In a free Country, the 
| 3 | Spirit, 


. 
r ETETTH.ER-VD 
F 1705 Dijſpoſttion, Temper, and & enti ments, 
of the People will have a natural Influence 


© 
on thoſe of their Repreſentatives; and Pub- 
lick Spirit as well as Venality and Cor+ 
ruption will be embraced and practiſed 
from Example and Sympathy. Of this we 
have many Proofs. What animated. thoſe 
two ſucceffive Houſes of Commons of re- 
land, who impeached a favourite Miniſter; 
and who refuſed the neceſſar Supplies to a 
Prix cEss, whom they ſuſpected to beaiming 
at an Arbitrary Sway, and of attempting on 
the Liberties of the Subject in general, and 
on theſe of this Corporation in Particular? 
What Indeed ! But the Spirit and Reſolu- 
tion of the Citizens of Dublin, ſhewti on Oc- 

caſion of an Election of Repreſentatives for 
this City; their vigorous and juſt Oppoſition 
to a Faction of anti-conftitutional Rebels, 
| paſſive Obedience Rioters, and abjuring Ja- 
_ Eobites. What defeated Woop's vile Scheme 
to tuin us? Was it not the Repreſentations 
of our ſeveral Corporations, the inflexible 
Integrity of our brand Juries, notwith- 
ſtanding the Injinuations, Flattery, and even 
Menaces of an eminent Lord Chief Juſtice; 
_ and 7 8 75 the whole Power of an Eng- 
iſb Minister? Nor can we forget that thoſe 
Anticonſtitutional Laws into which former 
Parliaments were ſurprized, were enacted 
in packed Aſſemblies, at a Diſtance from 
the Capital Will not the fame Cauſes 
. = 8 eternally 


1 
eternally and invariably produce the ſame 
Effects? Or can you think ſo injuriouſly of 
your preſent Houſe of Commons, as to ſuſ- 
pect they will not affiſt your Eforrs, not 
hearken to the Voice of their Countrymen, 
if that Voice be Liberty: 


Such a Fhirit, a proper Jealouſy of In- 
fringements on our Rights, muſt at all Times 
be fſeafonable—It is the Nature of Power 

_ "0D6 graſping, and it is therefore always to 

be watched, Who can tell what new In- 

 vafions are machinated againſt us What 

Attempts may be made to deſpoil us of ſome 

of our remaining Rights? We know no more 

of the Day, or of the Hour, when the Ene- 
my ſhall come, than where he Deſigns to 
make his next Attack; - We know that new 

Laws are often attempted to the prejudice of 

our Trade, or of our Liberties ;——= to the 

Charge of the late War we have contributed; 

and 5 we eſcaped the Diſgrace of having 

Money raiſed in this Kindgom without the 

Confent and Authority of its own Legiſla- 

ture; it was in a great Meaſure owing to the 

Virtue and Reſolution of one of out own 

Countrymen, a noble Peer of this Realm, 

who ſtood in the Gap, and at the Hazard 

of his own Liberty, bravely contended for 
the Liberty of his Country.— But what 

Weight could your Petitions have unleſs you 
be reſpected ? And what Reſpect would 

0 1 5 Fon 


[137] 
you be intitled to, if you ſhould tamely ſub- 
mit to the Uſurpation of your Equals, or 
thoſe, j who are but one Degree raiſed above 
| you, and yet murmur at Oppreſſions from 
thoſe, whoſe Station and Rank give them the 
Temptation, as well as Means and Opportu- 
nity, to Enſlave? Muſt not a mean Submiſ- 
ſion to an inferior Degree of Tyranny en- 
_ courage the Attempts of thoſe, who wait but 
an Opportunity from the want of Spirit in 
the People to extend their Influence and Au- 
thority.— There is in the Spirit of Liberty 
ſomething too reſpectable to be trifled with, 
a certain Stubbornneſs which the moſt pow- 
ful Miniſter will always be in awe of. And 
which would give a Check to the Deſigns 
of the moſt arbitrary Prince. 


May you, my VERY WorTny Bretbern 
bean Example to all the World, that under 
all the Loſſes that have affected your Liberty, 
you have not loſt the Senſe and Spirit of it;, 

May the Wiſdom and Impartiality of your 

Votes be duly honoured in the Capacity, 
Spirit and Integrity, of whoever you ſhall 
chooſe ; and may each of you ſhew at the 
next Election, that you Vote merely on 
Principles of Liberty and of Duty ſetting 
aſide all Regard to Family, or to any private 
Intereſt whatſoever. e 


As 


RR” aaa 
As on one Side, the moſt extenfive Caba. 
tity cannot ſerve you without Integrity, fo 
fimpte Integrity is equally inſufficient; and 

1 will fearce hear of a Corporation, who 
have committed the Care of their Town 
Clock to a Man unacquainted with it's Ma- 
| chinery.— Such a Perſon, however conſtien- 
tions in the Diſcharge of his Truſt, might 
deſtroy its Movement, by the very Means 

which he intended for its Benefit and Pre- 
ſet vation. V 


And is there not as much Intricacy in the 
Farious Movements of the Conſtitution, as 
in thoſe of a Watch or of a Clock? Does not 
this great Machine want to be often repair- 
ed, always to be taken Care of? Is it not 
for this that our Parliaments are called ? And 
will it not improve ot fuffer according to the 
bill. as well as the Integrity, of thoſe who 
R 


I would not be thought to ſet my ſelf above 
my Fellows, or to infinuate, that ere are not 
amongh n Men more capable of diſcharg- 
ing this Truſt than my ſelf ; no Doubt there 
ate many ſuch, who would have offered you, 
their Services, were they not too Proud to 
run the Hazard of à Repulſe, or too Hunible 
to hope for Succeſs. But I conceive that 


Four Encouragement of a lower Degree of 
1 . 1 | Merit, 


[15 
Merit, will remove thoſe Obſtacles. at a fu- 
ture Election. I. conceive it would be for 
the Intereſt of the Publick, that true Merit 
ſhould be leſs baſhful than it is generally ſup- 
ofed, and that every Man would think it 
is Duty to offer his Services. to the Pablick, 
who thinks he has Talents to ſerve them. 


I hope I may decline any Appearance of 
Oſtentation, in telling you who, or what 1 
am. Thoſe amongſt you who, have taken 
Pains to enquire into the Merits of the Diſc 
pots between the Commons and Aldermen, 
n the Years 1742, 1743, and 1744, cannot be 
ignorant who were the Heads and Managers 
forthe Commons, or, who, by their Labour, 
Aſſiduity, and Writings, diſtinguiſhed theme 
ſelves in the Cauſe of Liberty on that Occa- 
fion.— Such an Inquiry, was the Duty, ag 
well as the Intereſt of every Citizen, wha 
had regard to his Oath, or to the Welfare 
vf the City.— And the unuſual (and I Wiſh 
I could not ſay) the undeſerved Marks of Res» 
gard, I have received from moſt of the 
Corporations of this City, can give me no 
more Room to ſuſpect, that the Freemen 
were ignorant of theſe Matters, than they 
can fail to raiſe in an honeſt Mind the warn 

eſt Sentiments of Afection and Gratitude. 


Thoſe amongſt you, who haye given your 
Attention to Trage,, muſt favourably diſti 1 
3 „ gui 
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guiſh Men, who, in this. pfofeffon, "Jas 


cConſulted the public Ad vantage, together | 
with their own Emolument, from thoſe whe 


may have raiſed Fortunes, by trading in ſuch. 
Articles, as tended to debauchand dDpdveriih. 
their Country. AT... 

If I could look on a Seat in lee 
as a Matter of private Property If the 
Acquiſition thereof would contribute to my 
Emolument and Advantage. I ſhould have 
taken the uſual Methods to obtain it.—1 
ſhould have endeavoured to have made it 
the private Intereſt of each of my E- 
lectors to have beſtowed me his Voie. I 


ſhould © have promiſed ſuch Returns of 


Friendſhip as are due for conferred Bene- 
fits. 1 ſhould have tried to have gained 


on their Affectious by  Adulation, Re- 
comendation from their powerful Friends 


andCuſtomers, by Viſits, Feaſtings, and Riot, 
f 1 thought that on my. Succeſs, 
I could diſpoſe of my VoTE in Parlia- 


ment, as Friendſhip, Favour or private. In- 
tereſt might direct, I ſhould have endeavour- 
ed, to have prevailed on you to act on the 


ſame abominable Principle, and from your 


Treaſon, to have got a Sanction for mine.— 


But in Truth, neither the Votes of the 3 
lectors, or thoſe of. their Repreſentatives, are 
theirs to give ; they belong to the Public, 
to that Conftitution by whom they are en- 


2 truſted, 


: 
— 


(17) - 
truſted : Whoever diſpoſes thereof on! ſelfiſh: 
or mercenary Views, is a Betrayer of Truth, 
and of his Country. He is worſe 
than an Eſau, ſelling his Birth-right for 
2 Meſs of Porridge. Nor is the Treaſon 
and-it's Conſequences leſs horrible from. the 

M.ultitude of the Accomplices, the Vote of 
an Elector is often of more immediate Con- 
ſequence, even than a Vote in Parliament. 
Here a Repreſentative has many Opportuni- 
ties of retrieving a falſe Step, which through 

Ignorance, or thro' Inadvertence he may have 
been led to take; but Elections are far from 


; h o ＋ 2 4 V3 VETY 77 ot 
being frequent. Numbers before the 


next ſucceeding One, will be called to Ac- 
count how they have behaved inth/s;—And 
how will theſe Anfyer, who, contrary to all 
the Dictates and Impulſe of Reaſon and 
Conlſcience,. have, as much as in them lies, 
ſtabbed their political Mother, who have 
refuſed the Means of Deliverance and Re- 
demption, which are now ſo providentially 
offered, and who, by a Breach of their Truſt, 
hevgeentributed tozebtail Slavery, and De- 
pendance on their Poſterit 7 


Let others plead, in their Behalf, the Fame 
and Merit of their immediate Anceſtor. I 
too, need not be aſhamed of mine. But it 
is a Servant you want, it is a Repreſentative 
you are to chooſe; and what amends would 
the Merits of an Anceſtor make you, for 
the Failure of Capacity, in a Son, or in a Bro- 

0 ther? 
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Viewstomy private Intereſt, or 


no Ambition of making Honours hereditary 


in my Family. | One Paſſion I have indeed to 
gratify-—Qne Defire which I with to fulfil, 


and Lhope I may without Cenſure expoſe it: 


It is that of being an Inſtrument, in the 
Hands of ALMIGHT VW GOD, to cultivate 
and advance the Trade, the Intereſt, the 
Happineſs, and the Eiberties of this Nation, 
of neee our ere Parent and mae 
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